THE ASSUMPTION CONNECTION

December
2021

1: Orthodoxy Explored
7 pm
4: DOP/AHEPA Christmas Party
5 - 8 pm
5: Feast Day Great Vespers @ St. Nicholas,
7 pm
Ann Arbor
6: Combined Divine Liturgy @
10 am
St. Nicholas, Burton
7: Bible Study (Church & Zoom)
10:30 am
Philoptochos Meeting
1 pm
8: Parish Council Meeting
6:15 pm
9: Philoptochos Bake Sale
11:00 - 4 pm
13: Combined Divine Liturgy - St. Herman @
10 am
St. Mary Magdalene, Fenton
14: Bible Study (Church & Zoom)
10:30 am
15: Orthodoxy Explored
7 pm
24: Royal Hours - Christmas
9 am
Vesperal Divine Liturgy - Christmas
5 pm
Office Closed
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JANUARY 2022
Sun Mo

Tue Wed Thu Fri

1: Divine Liturgy - St. Basil & Circumcision
10 am
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
5: Great Hours - Theophany of our Lord
9 am
and Savior Jesus Christ
Vesperal Divine Liturgy - Theophany of
10 am
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Blessing of the Waters
11:30 am
6: Divine Liturgy - Theophany of our Lord
10 am
and Savior Jesus Christ
Great Blessing of the Waters
11:15 am
7: Divine Liturgy - Synaxis of St. John the
10 am
Baptist, Prophet, and Forerunner
11: Philoptochos Meeting
1 pm
12: Parish Council Meeting
6:15 pm
20: Dormition Monastery Winter Dinner @
St. George, Flint
23: Special General Assembly to set budget for 2022
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Prosphoron Schedule
January:

December:

2: Fahoome, Tom & Calliope

5: Delbridge, Ray & Carol

9: Falaras, Mary

12: Demps, Crystal
19: Drolet, Mark & Penelope

16: Ferich, Andrew & Voula

26: Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine

23: Foraker, Walter & Diane
30: Frantzis, Kanellos &Alexandra

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:00 am on the morning of
the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, to be read during the
Proskimide (Preparation) Service: one list is for those who are living and the other for those
who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please send a check to the church for
$20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox Church” with a note stating it is for
Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If you have questions, please contact the
church office, 810-771-4611.
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power
as it is working. — James 5:16
PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Sandra Birtsas; Alexis Davlantes; George Georgiou, Alexandra Grivakis;
Stephanos Hatzigeorgiou & Family; John Margaritis;
Charlie Paraschos; Lucas Paul; Felicia Welch

Sunday Reader Schedule
December
5

January
2 John Costa

John Kaloydis

9 Debra Chinonis

12

Debra Chinonis

19

John Costa

16 Tony Pappadakis

26

Cathy Yeotis

23 Cathy Yeotis
30

John Kaloydis

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church
office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement. Thank you!
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell
Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church,
Christ is born; glorify Him!
Christ is come from heaven; go and meet Him.
Christ is on earth; arise to Him.
Sing to the Lord, all you who dwell on the earth;
and in merry spirits, O you peoples, praise His birth.
For He is glorified. (Ode I of the Katavasias of the Nativity I)
We are in the midst of the Nativity season where we prepare to celebrate the Birth of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Nativity season requires both spiritual and material preparation. For our spiritual preparation, we should attend the Divine Services offered by the Church,
especially on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning. This year the Christmas Eve Vesperal
Divine Liturgy will be on a Friday evening at 5:00 pm, the Divine Liturgy for Christmas will
be on Saturday morning at 10:00 am, and the Divine Liturgy for the Sunday after Nativity will
be on Sunday morning at 10:00 am. We should all be present for all three Divine Services to
truly celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. In this way, we will meet Christ and glorify Him!
We should also take time at our homes to read the Nativity accounts in the Holy Scriptures, both the Gospel According to St. Matthew (1:18 – 2:23) and the Gospel According to St.
Luke (2:1 – 40). While we will hear these Gospel readings during the Divine Services, we
should also read them to ourselves privately and aloud with our families, especially with our
children. When we read these accounts with our children, it is helpful to show them the icon of
the Nativity (on the cover of the newsletter) and ask them questions about the holy men and
women present for our Lord’s birth. By carefully and prayerfully reading these Gospel accounts in the weeks leading up to Christmas, we will help to prepare ourselves spiritually for
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell
this great feast. This is another way to meet our Lord through the Holy Scriptures.
Then, there is material preparation. Our challenge as Orthodox Christians is to be sure
that our material preparation flows from and follows our spiritual preparation. The Nativity
Season is not simply a time to give gifts; instead, it is a time to be giving of ourselves. It is a
time to reconcile with our families, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. It is a time for us to
seek out new ways of helping those in need. It is a time for us to refocus our words, deeds, and
thoughts toward the One who is born in Bethlehem. It is a time for us to proclaim with our
very being that Christ is born and to glorify Him. As we prepare for this joyful celebration,
having carefully and prayerfully read the Nativity accounts, we will loudly proclaim on Christmas morning that unto us “is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:11). May our Lord guide and bless us all during this Nativity season.
With Love in Christ,
Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

Harvest Festival 2021
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From your parish council

When Did the Magi Visit the Messiah?
Most Christians will agree they are familiar with the story of the Nativity of Christ; the
conventional nativity scenes displayed on Christmas cards, church displays and performances, typical nativity sets of ceramic statues, even the clip art at the end of this
article, depict Jesus, Mary, Joseph, shepherds and the Magi all present just after the
birth of Christ. But is that how it really happened?
A long, long time ago, Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus (63 BC–14 AD) effectively
ruled the Roman Empire, an area from Britain to India, including territories in Europe
and Asia Minor. Judea, which was located in Asia Minor, was ruled by King Herod. In
Judea, in the northern town of Nazareth lived Mary, a young woman with child, betrothed to marry Joseph.
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. And everyone went to their own town to register.” (Luke 2:1-3)
Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem, roughly 80 miles; Mary riding on the back of
a donkey while Joseph walked, they traveled about 8-12 miles per day. The arduous
journey took nearly 7 days since Mary was with child, due to be born soon.
When they reached Bethlehem there was no place to stay so Mary and Joseph went
to the place where animals typically slept and there, she gave birth to Jesus, the Son
of God. Mary wrapped the baby then laid him in the manger; the manger that was
used to feed the animals.
The skies filled with angels, singing praises to God. The shepherds in the fields
around Bethlehem saw an angel before them saying, “…good news…a Saviour is
born…he is the Messiah, the Lord…you will find a baby wrapped in cloths…lying in a
manger.’ (Luke 2:8-11) The Gospel of Luke tells us it was the shepherds who visited
the new born king, the Saviour, at the stable in the manger, not the Magi.
About the same time the angels filled the skies with song, a bright new star appeared,
the Star of Bethlehem. Many men in distant countries had studied the stars and read
old writings that a new star would appear in the skies when a great king was born.
Balthazar from Arabia, Melichior from Persia, and Gathaspa from India, were among
the men that travelled to Jerusalem, to King Herod’s palace, “… Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-2)
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From your parish council
Herod became angry with the birth of a new king. Herod “… found out from them
[Magi] the exact time the star had appeared…” (Matthew 2:7) The Magi told Herod
they had followed the star for over a year. Herod then falsely claims he wishes to
worship this baby king too. But the truth is that Herod has plans to kill the baby king.
Shortly after the Star of Bethlehem appeared in the skies, “… the time came for the
purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him [Jesus] to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord ...and offer a sacrifice…a pair of doves or two
young pigeons.” (Luke 2:22-24) When Joseph and Mary had completed “…
everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town
of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong…” (Luke 2:39-40) The Gospel of
Luke (and the Gospels of Mark and John) does not mention the Star of Bethlehem or
the Magi traveling to Jerusalem to see the new born king.
The Magi followed the star to Bethlehem, to bring gifts to the new king. “On coming
to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary… they bowed down and worshiped him … and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned…not to go back to Herod…[Magi] returned to their country by another route. ”(Matthew 2:11-12)
One night, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying “Get up and take Jesus
and Mary and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search
for Jesus to kill him.” (Matthew 2:13) Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary and they
left for Egypt, where they stayed until Herod died.
After Herod died, Joseph learned that, “…those who were trying to take the child’s
[Jesus] life are dead. So he …took the child and his mother [Mary] and went to the
district of Galilee and lived in a town called Nazareth.” (Matthew 2:19-23)

«»«»«»« Jesus was a Baby when the Magi Arrived »«»«»«»
1. When Jesus was born, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem.
The Magi came now; they came when Jesus was born.
2. Herod did not know exactly when Jesus was born.
3. The Magi saw the child with his mother Mary; the word “child” also refers to
an infant, toddler or even puberty. The bible does not define a child as a newborn.
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«»«»«»« Jesus was One or Two when the Magi Arrived »«»«»«»
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Magi needed time to travel from the east to find Jesus.
Herod learned the Magi followed the star for over a year.
Herod calculated that Jesus was born when the bright star appeared.
Arriving at the house (not a stable or an inn) the Magi saw the child with his
mother.
5. Jesus is called a child and not a babe or baby.
The Magi visit is a juxtaposition of the differing accounts of the Gospels of Luke and Matthew.

As we celebrate the holiday season, let us remember to offer our prayers to the Lord. May he
shower you with His blessings of happiness, health and peace now and in the year to come!
With Love in Christ, from all of us on the Parish Council,
Merry Christmas!
Have a happy New Year!

Καλά Χριστούγεννα!
Καλή χρονιά!

Kala Hristouyienna!
Kali Hronia!

In Christ,
Helen Dalbo
Parish Council President

From your parish council

WE HAVE A SPECIAL
GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23RD
TO SET THE 2022 BUDGET.
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Philoptochos Society
Annual Christmas Card
($15.00 Minimum)
For the small donation of $15.00 per family listing, your name will appear on
our beautiful Community Christmas Card.

Deadline for Registration:
Sunday, December 5, 2021
May you all have a most blessed Christmas!
Please fill out the form below, cut and mail or bring it personally with your check to
the Church Office.
Please print or type your name and family members EXACTLY
as you wish it to be printed on the card.
Name(s) ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
City & Zip Code _______________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $__________ Cash_______ Check#_________
Payable to: Philoptochos Society
Assumption Church, 2245 E. Baldwin Road, Grand Blanc, MI 48439
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Philoptochos SocietyFriends of the Poor!
The Officers and Board of Directors for
the 2021-2023 years were sworn in at
our November meeting by Father Jarrod. They are as follows, President - Diana Lillar, Vice President - Cathy Yeotis,
Treasurer - Agape Kallis, Recording
Secretary - Ruth Karabina, Corresponding Secretary - Olga Steinhoff. The
Board of Directors are Georgie Lamberson Allard, Penny Horgan, Susan Kallis,
Susie Vergos and Carol Photiou. I want
to thank these ladies for their commitment to our Ladies Society and to their
church..
We will be selling Tsoureki on Sunday,
November 21, 2021 in the Church Hall.
The price for a loaf is $8.00. We will be
selling it during the month of December
on Sundays. Arrangements for special
sales/pickups must be made through JoAnne Schultze. Any questions please
contact me, Diana Lillar at 989-7392289. I would like to start an email list
for distributing information more timely,
My email is dlillar@aol.com and I
would appreciate a response with your
name and email address. Philoptochos
Christmas Party tentatively scheduled
for January 11, 2022. More information
to follow.
Diana Panos-Lillar
President
10

Some of the Ladies
Philoptochos Group
baking the tsoureki.
Thank you for all
your hard work.
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Daughters of Penelope
Iris Chapter 242

Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood

Sunday, November 14 we hosted coffee hour in honor of God Parents Sunday. Because
of your generosity, we were able to raise $345.00 for our Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church Youth Ministry / Religious Education. We greatly appreciate your donation and
support.
Joanne Dau
President
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Saint Dionysios, Bishop of Aiyina (Aegina),
the Wonder-Worker from Zakynthos (17 December):
The Saint who Lied to Save his Brother’s Murderer
By Metropolitan Dionysios of Servia and Kozani, Εικόνες Έμψυχοι, pp. 440-4.

A young man from an eminent family left the things of this world and went into a monastery. This is not so common, not only today, but at any time. The norm is
good social standing, the young man to do the same work as his father and to continue the family tradition. But there are young people who depart from this norm
even though their parents may protest and react against their decision. As Christ
says, “Let those who are able to accept”. Never of course, with their own will and
power alone, but always armed and strengthened with divine grace.
Basil the Great had this to say regarding young people who decide to follow
the monastic path: “Those who are led to obedience to Christ early and hasten to the
poor and untroubled life are truly wonderful and blessed”. So Saint Dionysios, who
was revealed as a shining star in his younger years, was wonderful and blessed, as
were so many other martyrs and saints who lived after the fall of Constantinople. It
was divine providence that he should support the captive Orthodox Christians in
their tribulations.
Saint Dionysios was born in Zakynthos in 1547, of parents who were distinguished on the island for their high social standing and sound financial position. At
an early age, the saint of God left all this behind, social status and wealth, and entered the Monastery of Our Most Holy Lady The Joy of All, which is in Strofadia,
two small vine-covered islands in the Ionian Sea, to the south of Zakynthos.
When he had completed his monastic training and had already been ordained
priest, Saint Dionysios set off on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. His itinerary took
him through Athens, and the then Metropolitan of the city, Nikanoras, who saw and
esteemed the spirituality and virtues of the Hieromonk Dionysios, kept him at his
side and soon selected and consecrated him as Bishop of Aiyina. In the old town of
Aiyina you can still see the stone throne from which Saint Dionysios preached to
the Christians. The saint of God guided his spiritual flock, as the Holy Scriptures
say “with knowledge”, that is as a true and good shepherd of the Church. The island
of Aiyina is a blessed place which has been trodden and sanctified by two holy Fathers of the Church: in those days, Saint Dionysios; and in our own time, Saint
Nektarios, the Bishop of Pentapolis. Both of them were granted the grace to perform
miracles, which is why both of them are honoured in the Church with the title
“Wonder-Worker”.
After he had served his diocese for some time, Saint Dionysios resigned and
went back to Zakynthos, where he spent the rest of his life as the abbot of the monastery of the Anafonitria. This means that a real monk, even if he reaches the rank of
hierarch and is consecrated bishop, never forgets, but always remembers that, first
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and foremost, he is a monk. In the monastery of the Anafonitria the saintliness of
the man of God shone anew. One day, a man came to his cell, a fugitive who was
trembling and seeking protection. His hands were covered in human blood: he had
just murdered the brother of Saint Dionysios. When the saint heard this, he naturally
wept within himself, and let some tears fall externally, but then he stood up, opened
the back door to his cell and let the murderer escape, hide and survive. This is a
unique and distinctive action in the lives of the Saints of the Church, for which there
is no human measure for us to judge it against. Even more, when the relatives of the
murdered man- and of Saint Dionysios, of course- as well as the civil authorities,
came to his cell and asked about the murderer, Saint Dionysios pretended not to
have seen him and not to know anything. This is why, in a poem extolling the virtue
of the saint and wondering at his example, a Zakynthian poet wrote: “the servant of
God was sanctified at the moment he sinned”. The saint’s sin was that he concealed
his brother’s murderer and said that he had not seen him. This is why we say that
there is no human measure against which to judge the action of Saint Dionysios.
There is only one measure: the words of Christ, when He says “Love your enemies”.
Anything beyond that has nothing to do with us; it is left to God’s judgement.
Saint Dionysios paid the common debt to life and “departed in peace” in
1624, that is at the age of 77. In accordance with his wishes, his remains were buried at the monastery of his repentance, on Strofadia. When, years later, they wanted
to translate his holy relics, the body was found to be whole and intact, clad in his
episcopal vestments, just as he had been buried, and giving off a spiritual and sanctified fragrance. His relics were later taken to Zakynthos, where they now lie and
are reverenced by the faithful in the church to dedicated to his name, that of Saint
Dionysios. In 1703, after petitions and reports confirming his many miracles and the
belief and conviction of the local church concerning his sanctity had been sent by
the clergy and people of Zakynthos, the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
officially recognized Saint Dionysios as a saint and entered him in the Church calendar. He is honoured and celebrated by the faithful and the name of God is glorified, He Who “is wonderful in His saints”, now and forever and unto the endless ages Amen.
Source:
https://pemptousia.com/2013/12/a-saint-who-lied-to-save-his-brothersmurderer-st-dionysios-bishop-of-aegina/
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Harvest Festival 2021

15

Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

JEFF LAUSTER
Real Estate Professional

Michigan Real Estate
2359 W. Shiawassee
Fenton, MI 48430
Cell: 810-771-8396
Office: 810-593-1408
jefflauster@bhhsmi.com
jefflauster.bhhsmi.com
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
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810-845-3221

Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?
Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS
to Assumption Church
(drop-off in back by kitchen door)
and let us take them back.

December:
Socks, Towels,
Toiletries and New Toys
18
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Assumption Church Community Update
Our Church newsletter is one of the ways we keep in touch with one another. Each
month there are special events in the life of the Church that should be shared with our entire community. This is especially true in terms of baptisms, weddings, and funerals. We
will now be dedicating space in each newsletter to announce baptisms, weddings, and funerals that occur at Assumption Church as well as those involving community members
that are celebrated at other Orthodox Churches. If you would like to submit an announcement regarding a baptism, wedding, or funeral that has been celebrated at an Orthodox Church other than the Assumption Church, please send it directly to Fr. Jarrod
(frjarrod@gmail.com).
November:
Funeral for Voula Helton

Please sign up for a Kroger Plus Member Card or use your Kroger Card when you
are shopping. We are now down to 13 households who use their Kroger Card on
a regular basis. It is a simple way for our church community to help the church
earn free cash. Thank you!
Keep using your Kroger Community Rewards
card. Thanks to all those who have shopped in
these stores. Our last check was in August 2021
was $47.82!
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FRIENDS OF THE
METROPOLIS
2021
CONTRIBUTIONS

Parish

(JAN 1 - AUGUST 31)

Assumption Parish

PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS
Due to the rising cost of mailing receipts for
every donation received by the church, the
Parish Council has established the following
procedure for receipts:
When you mail in a donation to the church,
or drop it off in the office, a receipt will not
be mailed or given to parishioners of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church. Your
cancelled check can be used as proof of your
payment, as well as the contribution statement you receive from the church at the end
of the year. This includes donations for
stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf
outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc. For
credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to
process your payment.
If you require a receipt, please contact the
church office during normal business hours
(Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) or
see a Parish Council member on Sunday’s.
Receipts will continue to be mailed to nonparishioners.

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell
Chinonis, Dennis & Debra
Chinonis, Linda
Dalbo, Helen
Kalatzis, Athena
Kallis, Agape
Kaloydis, John & Karen

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra
Yeotis, Catherine
Thank you!
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STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if a
filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.
Allard, Clyde & Georgia

Falaras, Mary

Altheide, Dena

Ferich, Andrew & Voula

Anagnostopoulos, Nick & Anna

Foraker, Walter & Diane

Asa, Darwin & Barbara

Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra

+Bakris, Dr. Chris

Garceau, Greg & Sia

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas

Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy

Batsios, Christos & Ashley

Grousopoulos, Lambros & Lena

Batsios, Eftyhia

Hagler, Gary & Marian

Batsios, Evangelos

Haralambous, Frank & Vania

Batsios, Vasilios & Maria

Helton, Voula

Birtsas, Sandra

Heos, James & Cassie

Bistolaridis, Antony & Maria

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffery

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy

Herzog, Mary Caris

Bograkos, Vera

Holland, Nick & Jennifer

Brown, Jr., Andy

Hountalas, Ioannis & Tasia

Carmean, Mike & Denise

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki

Carpenter, Rob & Ageliki

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa

Chiavaras, Lucille

Jimos, Anita

Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra

Johnson, Denise

Chinonis, Elias

Joseph, Patti

Chinonis, Katie

Kalatzis, Athena

Chinonis, Linda

Kallis, Agape

Chinonis, Richard

Kallis, Nick

Christopher, Jim & Liz

Kallis, Penelope

Clinton, Mike & Kathy

Kallis, Susan

Costa, John & Laura

Kaloydis, John & Karen

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia

Kapellas, Katina

Dalbo, Helen

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth

Daros, Christine

Karakitsos, Peter & Litsa

Dau, William & Joanne

Karay, Nicholas X.

Davis-Kirksey, Linda

Kitsonas, William

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula

Delbridge, Ray & Carol

Komodromos, Tessie

Demps, Crystal

Kondyles, Chryssoula

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline

Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine

Kosmanopoulos, Chris & Kelly

Fahoome, Mr. & Mrs.

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce
24

Kottalis, Lemonia

Peters, Jeff & Maria

Kottalis, Mary

Photiou, Carol

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina

Photiou, Lucas & Lori

Kraemer, Mark & Family

Photiou, Maroulla

Kus, Michael & Alexis

Politis, Rita

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Cheng, Shaochi

Potsos, Emmanouil

Lauster, Jeff & Nancy

Potsos, Dimitrios & +Stergoula

Livaditis, +Argie & Angela

Poulos, Eleanor

Livaditis, Nick & Evie

Poulos, Steve & Martha

Livieratos, Dr. Maria & Dobbins, David & Nicholas

Richards, Ken & Kathy

Lovelace, Susan

Rivette, Matthew & Lori

Lowe, Ann

Rogind, Sally

Mandelaris, John & Pauline

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary

Manutes, Nicholas & Maria

Russell, Fr. Jarrod

Margaritis, Sofia

Salutes-Rogind, Sally

Margaritis-Smith, Angela & Family

Schultze, JoAnne

Marks, Afroditi

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia

Marks, Jean

Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena

Martorelli, Matthew & Jill

Stamatis, Tom & Sandra

Martorelli, Sophia

Stavridis, Tomas, Zoe & Angelo

Mavrikos, Ioannis & Aspasia

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga

Menoutes, George

Steinhoff, Amanda

Mersinas, George & Laura

Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie

Michaelou, Sevesti

Stergiopoulos, Mary

Naum, Gus & Susie

Stone, Paula & Family

Nikolakeas, John & Polin

Thornton, Jerry & Demi

Nitsos, Emma

Trifon, Nick

Nitsos, George & Candy

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Sue

O’Bee, Matthew & Marialena

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie

Pagonis, Taso & Mitra

Walker, Bruce & Kathy

Pagonis, Voula

Welch, +Timothy & Joann

Panos, John & Irene

Wilson, Todd, Loukea & Zoe

Panos, Spiridoula

Wilson, Robert & Micheline

Panos-Lillar, Diana

Wright, Jeff & Kay

Pappadakis, Nikki

Yeotis, Art & Susan

Pappas, Dean & Elaine

Yeotis, Catherine

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda

Paraschos, Tim & April

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg

Pavlis, John & Pat
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS

“Donations

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY

made at an Orthodox Funeral service in

memory of the departed are typically collected by the
church, which then presents the names and final donation amount to the designated surviving family member.
At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on
distribution of those funds and can determine if they
would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for
the church in memory of the departed from a published
list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the
church office). We ask that should the family desire to
purchase an item they indicate this to the priest by the
time of the 40 day memorial, otherwise those funds will
be released to the “Iconography Project” of our church.
Any memorial donation checks not marked “ Assumption
Church” will be distributed for the purpose indicated on
the check.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

The current approved policy for Parishioner
Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is
as follows:
Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismated according the rites of the Orthodox Church
and attending the AGOC.
Parishioner - Member in Good Standing:


Person in compliance with Section 1
and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform
Parish Regulations of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese.



Person with an AGOC pledge card on
file and current in pledges for active and
preceding year.

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in compliance with requirements for Parishioner or
Member in Good Standing as defined above.

Scheduling of Memorial Services

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can
receive all sacraments at AGOC but are required to pay church usage fee.

All Memorial Services must be
scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so
that they may be placed on the church
calendar.

Any deviations from this policy must be
approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to
them at least one month prior to the proposed
sacrament date.

Koliva
If anyone is in need of Koliva, please
contact Diana Lillar 989-739-2289 (of
Philoptochos) for the names of those
available to make it. The standard rate
is $150. It is the responsibility of
the family to arrange for Koliva.

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or
credit card can be accepted as payment of
stewardship. Donations of items or services
cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of
monetary payment.
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Swartz
FUNERAL HOME

Our Family Caring For Yours


Personal Family Service



Cremation Services



Affordable Cost Options



Aftercare Services Provided



Advance Funeral Planning



Monuments

1255 W. Hill Road
Between I-475 and US-23
810-235-2345
www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

DJ Manolakis
Greek and American Music
810-845-2019

ADVERTISING OPTIONS

NOTES

NL Full Page………………………………

$250/yr

NL Half Page………………………………

$150/yr

Business Card Ad……………………….

$75/yr

Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as the
June/July is a combined newsletter
For best quality, artwork should be high resolution
jpeg files or similar
Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater PDF
Please include or email artwork

Thank you for your support of our Church.

EMAIL ADS TO: agocsec@gmail.com
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Orthros:
Divine Liturgy:

2021 Parish Council

9:00 am
10:00 am

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest
Helen Dalbo — President
George Nitsos — V. President
Ruth Karabina — Secretary
JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer
Debra Chinonis — Co-Treasurer

Weekdays and Feast Days:
See Calendar

Office Hours
Tuesday — Friday
10 am — 3 pm

Telephone:

Nick Holland
Susan Kallis
Joyce Kossaras
Lori Photiou
+Tim Welch
Diana Lillar - Ex-Officio Member

810-771-4611

Secretary: Laura Mersinas
E-Mail
Secretary: agocsec@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONS
Acolytes: John Kaloydis
Choir: Nancy Chinonis
Chanters: Crystal Demps & Athena Kalatzis
Religious Education Committee:

Website
www.assumptiongrandblanc.org

Angie Carpenter and Zoe Stavridis
Philoptochos: Diana Panos-Lillar
GOYA: TBD
AHEPA: John Costa

Please check the website for
up to date events.

Daughters of Penelope: Joanne Dau
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
2245 E Baldwin Road
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage Paid
Grand Blanc, Michigan
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Place mailing label here

ASSUMPTION HALL IS NOW BOOKING
FOR 2022 GRADUATION PARTIES
CONTACT LAURA AT THE CHURCH OFFICE:
810-771-4611
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