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Pan-Orthodox Pre-Lenten Retreat
Virtual Orthodoxy Explored
Religious Education Zoom
Virtual Orthodoxy Explored
Parish Council Meeting
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6:15 - 8:15 pm

13: Divine Liturgy - Saturday of Souls

10 am

14: Day Light Savings - Change clocks
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Clean Monday - Great Lent Starts
Sunday of Orthodoxy
Divine Liturgy - Saturday of Souls
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Virtual Orthodoxy Explored
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Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas
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5: Virtual Orthodoxy Explored

7 pm

7: Virtual Orthodoxy Explored
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13: Tentative Parish Council Meeting
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6:15 pm

11:45 am

Great Lent 2021 at the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church

Great Lent begins on Clean Monday, March 15. We will be celebrating a full Lenten Schedule at the Assumption Church in addition to the Pan-Orthodox services
that will be celebrated at the other Flint area Orthodox Churches. The following
Lenten services will be celebrated in March at the Assumption:


Saturday, March 13 at 10am: Divine Liturgy for Saturday of Souls



Monday, March 15 at 6:00pm: Great Compline



Wednesday, March 17 at 6:00pm: Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts



Friday, March 19 at 6:00pm: Salutations to the Theotokos (First Stanza)



Saturday, March 20 at 10am: Divine Liturgy for the Saturday of Souls



Thursday, March 25 at 10am: Divine Liturgy for the Annunciation of the Theotokos



Friday, March 26 at 6:00pm: Salutations to the Theotokos (Second Stanza)



Wednesday, March 31 at 6:00pm: Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
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Prosphoron Schedule
March:
7: Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie
14: Vitinaros, Nick & Effie

April:
4: Wright, Jeff & Kay
11: Yeotis, Art & Susan

21: Walker, Bruce & Kathy

18: Yeotis, Catherine

28: Welch, Tim & Joann (Yianna)

25: Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:00 am on the morning of the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, to be
read during the Proskimide (Preparation) Service: one list is for those who are living
and the other for those who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please
send a check to the church for $20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church” with a note stating it is for Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If
you have questions, please contact the church office, 810-771-4611.
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power
as it is working. — James 5:16
PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Paula Buterakos; Lucas Paul; Nikolaos Karabinas; Afroditi Marks;
George Pappadakis; Charlie Paraschos; Lia Buterakos-Sumpter

Sunday Reader Schedule
March
7
14
21
28

April

Cathy Yeotis
John Costa
Ruth Karabina
Tim Welch

4

Ruth Karabina

11

John Kaloydis

18

Debra Chinonis

25

John Costa

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office,
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church,
Great Lent begins on Clean Monday, March 15. During this sacred period, we will often say that we are “giving things up” for the fast. The most obvious example is our fasting
from certain foods (meat, fish, dairy, etc.) during Great Lent. Those seeking to enter more
deeply into the Lenten period will also limit their non-work or non-school time on computers,
smart phones, and other electronic devices and will limit their time viewing television and
films. This extension of fasting recognizes the strong influence of messages and images on
our spiritual health and general well-being. This is a very wise practice that we should all consider this year.
That acknowledged, we are not truly “giving things up” for the fast as much as we are
adjusting our lives to focus more on prayer, fasting (in a spiritual sense), and almsgiving. For
example, we do not quit eating during Great Lent; instead, we adjust our diet to eat more
simply and plainly so that we can focus on what is truly important, which is our Lord and His
Kingdom. We are living out the Lord’s direction to “not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these
things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
When we extend our fasting to include non-essential time on computers, phones, and
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

other electronic devices as well as television or films, where do we direct that time? Part of the
answer is obvious. We should be attending the Divine Services celebrated on the weekdays of
Great Lent as well as the Sunday Divine Services. Also, we should read the Bible readings for
each day that are recorded on the Church Calendar. For those who have read Holy Scripture,
we should reread the Bible readings and add readings from the Church Fathers. If you have
any questions or need specific guidance, please contact me for suggestions.
Likely, we will need additional reading material to keep us focused during this sacred
season. A good place to start is the writings of C. S. Lewis. For our younger members, reading
the Narnia series is a great spiritual exercise, especially when the books are read as a family.
For our older members, his books, The Screwtape Letters and The Great Divorce, have much
to offer to help us grow spiritually. For more experienced readers, the writings of Fyodor Dostoevsky should be considered. The best place to start with Dostoevsky is The Idiot. While the
title may seem odd, this fictional book is a very challenging spiritual tale of a man who truly
loves people in the way that Christ calls each of us to love one another.
I wish you all a very blessed Lent.
With love in Christ,
Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell
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From your parish council
Parish News March 2021
As the newly elected Parish Council President, it is my honor and pleasure to inform our
church about parish council activities, happenings and news.
First, I would like to thank the entire previous Parish Council for their hard work, diligence in
motivating others to give more of their time and financial support, and the painstaking hours
devoted to church projects.
Next, I would like to thank all our parishioners: all those who are attending in-person services,
all those who watch live-streaming services and to all those who can’t be present but continue
to support our church. As we hopefully are getting closer to the end of the pandemic; it has given us an opportunity to come together as a community-to understand, respect and help each
other. We all look forward to the day when our lives get back to “normal” and we start living
life as we once knew it!
Our Parish Council, with its newly elected officers and council members, both new and returning, has been busy these past several weeks with changes, growing pains, adjustments and revisions. As we continue to move forward, we hope to encourage and continue transparency, clarity and accuracy, and to have a proposed budget for the Spring General Assembly.
As of this writing, the Parish Council has submitted a letter to the Greater Flint Orthodox Endowment Fund. In the past, the Endowment Fund has been very generous to our church. Thank
you Endowment Fund for all you have done for us.
Also at this writing, the Parish Council Treasurer is preparing a 2 nd Draw PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) Application. The 1st PPP application was prepared June 2020 and our church
received $19,320.00. We are waiting to hear if this 1st PPP loan has been Forgiven. Both the 1st
and 2nd PPP Draw were approved and encouraged by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America. I will keep you informed of our progress.
And lastly, thank you to each and every one of you that help make our Assumption G.O.C. a
place of Love, Respect and Kindness towards each other as we continue to grow in Christ!
In Christ,
Helen Dalbo
Parish Council President
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Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner
As we begin the greatest season of our church, we are excited for all the opportunities our
children will have to participate. It is imperative that our children experience the services
of our Church to allow them to grow in their knowledge of our Faith. The best promise
you can make as a parent is to bring your children to the services offered, especially during
Great Lent. Learning does not just happen in the classroom. It also happens by attending
services and fellowship with other Orthodox children.
Total Sales for the month of January bake sales were $238. Please remember we are assigning weeks for all Hope, Joy, & GOYA parents to bake items for the Bake Sale. Items need
to be at church by Friday at 2:00 pm. If you are unable to bake on your assigned week
please make a $20 donation for supplies and we will bake for you. It is also very imperative
that you let us know the week before that you are unable to bake so that we can plan for the
baking. The schedule again is as follows:
Date
Name 1
3/5/2021 Leighton
3/12/2021 O'Bee
3/19/2021 Paraschos
3/26/2021 Smith
4/2/2021 Batsios
4/9/2021 Federick
4/16/2021 Haralambous
4/23/2021 Karakitsos
5/7/2021 Kraemer
5/14/2021 Mavrikos
5/21/2021 Panos
5/28/2021 Photiou
3/5/2021 Leighton

Name 2
Mavrikos
Panos
Photiou
Stavridis
Carpenter
Grousopoulos
Holland
Kovanis-Wilson
Leighton
O'Bee
Paraschos
Smith
Mavrikos

Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, March 9th – RE Zoom Class @ 7:00 pm
Monday, March 15th – Clean Monday – Great Lent begins
Sunday, March 21st – Sunday of Orthodoxy and Parish Oratorical Festival
Tuesday, March 23rd – RE Zoom Class @ 7:00 pm
Sincerely,
Religious Education Committee
Lori Photiou and Ageliki Carpenter
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March 1, 2021

Dear Assumption Family:
Thank you for a fruitful 2020 Stewardship year. Through your commitment and support the
monetary stewardship contributions for 2020 totaled $125,942. This is an increase in monetary
stewardship donations of $3,910 from 2019. Your continuous and generous support helps to
fund the operation of our beautiful church.
We have been faced with the Covid pandemic for almost a year now, but you have shown your
love and dedication to our church. We thank you for your continued support, and look forward
to what 2021 brings.
If you haven’t already completed and returned your 2021 Stewardship Commitment Card,
please do so as soon as possible. The church also looks forward to your donation of your time
and your talents to support our ministries and general operation. Thank you again for your generosity.

Yours in Christ,

Father Jarrod Russell
Parish Priest

Nancy Chinonis
Stewardship Chairperson
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Lenten/Paschal Items Needed

Items listed are needed for the celebration of the special services during Great Lent, Holy Week,
and Pascha. Contributions should be called in to the Church Office as soon as possible. We suggest that families share the cost of an item with one or more other families so that those wishing
to contribute, may be able to.
Service:

Cost:

Donor:

1st Salutation – Theotokos Icon Flowers

$55.00

_____________________________

2nd Salutation – Theotokos Icon Flowers

$55.00

_____________________________

3rd Salutation – Annunciation Icon Flowers

$55.00

_____________________________

3rd Sun. of Lent (Veneration of the Cross) Daffodils

$85.00

_____________________________

4th Salutation –Theotokos Icon Flowers

$55.00

_____________________________

Annunciation Icon Flowers

$55.00

_____________________________

Akathish Hymn – Theotokos Icon Flowers

$55.00

_____________________________

Palms for Palm Sunday

$165.00

_____________________________

Nymphios Icon Flowers (2 Sets)

$55.00

_____________________________

Oil for Holy Unction Service

$20.00

_____________________________

Cotton for Holy Unction Service

$10.00

_____________________________

Pascha Red Eggs (35 dozen)

$45.00

_____________________________

Rose Petals – Holy Friday

$20.00

_____________________________

Rose Water – Holy Friday

$20.00

_____________________________

Resurrection Icon Flowers (1st)

$55.00

_____________________________

Resurrection Icon Flowers (2nd)

$55.00

_____________________________

Resurrection Banner

$90.00

_____________________________

Large Resurrection Candle for Father

$55.00

_____________________________

Oil for Altar Candles

$55.00

_____________________________

Cross Wreath for Holy Thursday

$90.00

_____________________________

Vase Set for Palm Sunday

$60.00

_____________________________

Vase Set for Easter Sunday

$60.00

_____________________________

Palm Sunday Icon

$55.00

_____________________________

Large Icon Screen (2 total)

$235.00 ea

_____________________________

Bay Leaves

$225.00

_____________________________

Lilies (6 total)

$35.00 ea

_____________________________

Gardenias (12 total)

$182.00

_____________________________

Votive Candles (25 total) for Kouvouklion

$ 5.00 ea.

_____________________________
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Saint Paisios of Athos teaches how to find true, genuine love
In my opinion, love is of three kinds: carnal love, which is full of spiritual germs;
worldly love, which is apparent, formal, hypocritical, without depth; spiritual love,
which is true, pure, genuine love. This love is immortal and remains “now and forever.”
– How will I know, Elder, if I ever got to know true love?
– To figure it out, you have to ask yourself if you love all people equally and if you
consider all people better than you.
– Elder, my love for God and for my neighbor has faded away.
– Sow the little love you have so that love can grow and bloom again, and then you
can reap love. Then you will sow the love you have reaped, and little by little your
barn will be filled with love and you will have nowhere to put it because the more you
sow love, the more it grows. Let’s say a farmer has a bag of seed and sows it. Then he
reaps it and fills a large bag. If he sows what he has in the bag, he will fill a sack with
seeds. And when you gather a lot of seed and then he sows it, he will have a barn full
of seeds. Whereas, if he keeps the seed in the bag and do not sow it, the seeds will
decay. You have to throw the seed in the ground to germinate, grow and bear fruit.
So, I mean, it can be done with love. In order for love to grow, you must give it. But
whoever does not give even the little love he has, it is as if he has a generous seed, but
he keeps it and does not sow it. This is the wicked slave who hid the talent.
You will receive the love you have offered. If you do not give love, you will not receive love. You see, the mother constantly gives to her children but constantly takes
from her children, and her love constantly increases. When we ask for the love of
others exclusively for ourselves and we want everyone to give us and, when we do
something good, we expect an immediate reward, we do not have true love. Then we
move away from God and do not receive love either from God or from people.
Those who have worldly love quarrel over who can grab more love for himself. But
those who have the spiritual and genuine love argue over who should give more love
to the other. They love without thinking whether they are loved or not loved by others nor do they ask others to love them. They want to give and be given without want13

ing to give and be given. These people are loved by everyone, but most of all by God,
with Whom they are related.
Love without rewards! Do not do good deeds just to receive blessings. We must cultivate true love, which God has, and not the cheap worldly love, which has every human weakness.
– Elder, I find it difficult to give my love where it will not be appreciated.
– You do not have real love, that’s why you have a hard time. Whoever has true love
does not care if they appreciate his love or not. He does not even remember the sacrifice he makes for his neighbor because he makes it out of pure love.
– How can I, Elder, forget what I have offered?
– Cast your bread upon the waters… That way you will forget it. You will also forget
the harm they did to you. In this way, you will gain a spiritual wealth without even realizing it.
Source: https://orthodoxtimes.com/saint-paisios-of-athos-teaches-how-to-find-truegenuine-love/
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Philoptochos Society — Friends of the Poor !

Dear Philoptochos,
Hello, hope all are well. This last year has changed the way we do many
things. We still, however, continue to help where there is a need. Here are
a few way’s you can continue to help or get involved if you haven’t had a
chance.
IOCC- Souper Bowl Sunday was a success. Thank You! To all who helped
to bring food for the hungry, we were able to help stock food pantry in Fenton/Linden area. ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to the
least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” (Matthew 25:40)
OCPM- Despite the pandemic we continue to minister to those in prison.
We currently have 4 people we write letters to, 1 who is an Orthodox Christian. Fr. Stephen has a daily Devotional that he sends out to us, who write
letters. The devotional’s are once a month to the prison for people to read.
OCMC- Serve abroad or serve from home. 2021 mission team applications
are now open. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”(Matthew28:19) There are opportunities to do this virtually due to
Covid. Please call Ruth Karabina if you have questions, or are interested
helping.
I pray that each of you will have a most blessed and safe 2021.
Love in Christ,
Ruth
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Divine Liturgy for Saturday of Souls are: March 13th and March 20th @ 10am

Saturday of Souls Form

WE PRAY
for the souls of the Servants of God
departed this life:
________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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Assumption Church Community Update
Our Church newsletter is one of the ways we keep in touch with one another. Each
month there are special events in the life of the Church that should be shared with our entire community. This is especially true in terms of baptisms, weddings, and funerals. We
will now be dedicating space in each newsletter to announce baptisms, weddings, and funerals that occur at Assumption Church as well as those involving community members
that are celebrated at other Orthodox Churches. If you would like to submit an announcement regarding a baptism, wedding, or funeral that has been celebrated at an Orthodox Church other than the Assumption Church, please send it directly to Fr. Jarrod
(frjarrod@gmail.com).
January
Weddings: Frankie & Maria Vergos
Funerals:

Antoni Giannakopoulos (Tony Johnson)
Kathryn (Kay) Bachakes

Due to HIPAA privacy rules, hospitals no longer provide a list of Orthodox
patients to us. Therefore, if you or a loved one are, or will be, in the hospital, please contact Fr. Jarrod or the church office for a pastoral visit. Also,
please notify Fr. Jarrod or the office if a friend or family member is in a rehab center, nursing home, assisted living facility or under hospice care.
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Daughters of Penelope
Iris Chapter 242

Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood
Dear Daughters,
It is with pleasure that we announce that the National DOP has been offering several
virtual activities in order to discuss the various philanthropic projects we support.
We have been given permission to hold a virtual initiation. So far we have two people
who would like to join. If you are interested, please contact me.
This week we received an invitation to participate in something more fun. I have included the information below.
Cathy Yeotis, President
Hello Sisters and Brothers!
My name is Melissa Martakis and I am the President of Chryssida Chapter 438 of Union County NJ (D5). I would like to invite you all to a program our chapter is sponsoring, Greek Girls Kitchen - A Taste of Freedom on March 16 at 7 p.m. EST.
Our Chefs (and DOP Sisters) Sophia Manatakis and Melina Milionis dazzled us with
their culinary delights and now they're back to bring us cuisine celebrating March
25th: Greek Independence Day! and will take the virtual audience on a gastronomic
journey exploring the savory cuisines, sights, and sounds of the Mediterranean.
These talented chefs are teachers of a healthy Mediterranean diet to American culture. They will prepare a variety of flavorful dishes from the countries of the Mediterranean, while telling a story or sharing an experience of theirs related to the dish being
prepared. This is a show that teaches practical cooking from a youthful & fun perspective, specifically designed for the Daughters of Penelope.
Please Join for us for an evening filled with RAFFLE prizes, music, laughter, love, and
food. And a surprise Special Guest! After you leave, you will want to book these ladies
for your next VIRTUAL fundraiser.
https://dop438.myshopify.com/products/the-taste-of-freedom
In Sisterhood,
Melissa Martakis, President, Chryssida Chapter 438 of Union County NJ (D5)
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
20

810-845-3221

March:
Feminine
Care Products
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
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Mortgage Drive:
March 2021 will mark 8 years since we started our Mortgage Drive. We have been able to
lower our Mortgage by more than $685,000 during that time. Approximately $410,000 of
this amount has been from fundraisers, your generous donations and from the Endowment
Fund. The remainder is from our Monthly Mortgage Payment. Thank you for your continued support. We are almost there!! Our goal is to pay the mortgage in full in 2021 which is
also the 100th Anniversary of our Church.
Parish Council

Mortgage Paid in Full

As of 1-31-2021
our balance is:

$45,063.66

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT OF OUR
MORTGAGE RECUCTION
DRIVE!
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MORTGAGE DRIVE
(FROM 3-1-2021 TO 2-1-2020)
The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive:
1. Clyde & Georgia Allard
33. Carol Photiou
2. Rev. Fr. John & +Presvytera Artemas
34. Lucas & Lori Photiou
3. Karen Begley
35. Mike Potsos
4. Dennis & Alexis Branoff
36. Steve & Martha Poulos
5. Dennis & Debra Chinonis
37. Ken & Kathy Richards
6. Linda Chinonis
38. JoAnne Schultze
7. Katie Chinonis
39. Allen & Olga Steinhoff
8. James & Liz Christopher
40. Robert & Micheline Wilson
9. Helen Dalbo
41. Art & Susan Yeotis
10. Mark & Penelopi Drolet
42. Catherine Yeotis
11. Toula Edmonds
43. Hon. Thomas & Meg Yeotis
12. Pam Heos & Jeff Brancheau
44. In Memory of Presvytera Nikie Artemas
13. Nick & Jennifer Holland
45. In Memory of Photis Antonaras
14. Rick & Tina Holland
46. In Memory of Jerry Apostle
15. Dimitri & Brittany Hountalas
47. In Memory of Helen Anagnos
16. John & Tasia Hountalas
48. In Memory of Christ & Margaret Anastor
17. Yanni Hountalas
49. In Memory of Kathryn Bachakes
18. Efstratia Janis
50. In Memory of Theodore Bachakes, Jr.
19. David Duffy & Elaine Joynt
51. In Memory of Andrew Bageris
20. Athena Kalatzis
52. In Memory of Elaine Bakris
21. Agape Kallis
53. In Memory of Tim Bograkos
22. Penny Kallis
54. In Memory of John & Christine Caris
23. Susan Kallis
55. In Memory of Elias Chinonis
24. John & Karen Kaloydis
56. In Memory of Gabriella Chinonis
25. Nikolaos & Stephanie Karabinas
57. In Memory of Gus Chinonis
26. Pavlos & Ruth Karabinas
58. In Memory of John Chinonis
27. Dean & Joyce Kossaras
59. In Memory of Maria Contagianni
28. Jeff & Nancy Lauster
60. In Memory of Athena Chuleas
29. George & Margot Levas
61. In Memory of John Dariotis
30. Yanni & Aspasia Mavrikos
62. In Memory of James & Chryssee Daros
31. Taso & Mitra Pagonis
63. In Memory of Evangelos Douros
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32. Tim & April Paraschos
64. In Memory of Douglas Edmonds

MORTGAGE DRIVE

(FROM 3-1-2021 TO 2-1-2020)
The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive:

65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.

In Memory of
In Memory of
In Memory of
In Memory of

London Eisenbeis
John Helton
Tom & Goldie Heos
John Jimos

In Memory of James (Giannakopoulos) Johnson
In Memory of Tony (Giannakopoulos) Johnson

In Memory of
In Memory of
In Memory of
In Memory of
In Memory of

Harold Kallis
Tony Karakitsos
Alex Karatza
Irini Kontorousis
Anne Kossaras

77. In Memory of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer

78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.

In Memory of Tom Lamberson
In Memory of Ted Lowe
In Memory of Dena (Yeotis) McCollum
In Memory of George Margaritis
In Memory of Achilles (Ike) Marks
In Memory of Kathryn Menoutes
In Memory of Mike Michaelou
In Memory of Nicholas Mighion
In Memory of Aristoteles Panos
In Memory of Niki Panos
In Memory of Dr. George Politis
In Memory of John Siambis
In Memory of Tommy Stergiopoulos
In Memory of Cleo Tarlas

92. In Memory of Betty Vlahakis
93. In Memory of Gus Vergos
94. In Memory of Heather Williamson
95. Daughters of Penelope
96. DOP Kafi Night
97. DOP Mardi Gras Bar Tips
98. Endowment Fund
99. Religious Education
100.. V.I.P.’s
101. Assumption Catering
102. Blessing of the Buses
103. Food Sales for Mortgage Reduction
104. GFS Rebate
105. Hall Rental Bar Tips
106. Hall Rental Dishwasher & Linens
107. Hall Rental Linens & Liquor Add On
108. Heos Hall Rental & Bar
109. Makaria of Nick Kondyles
110. Makaria of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer
111. Sunday Brunch
112. 2nd Tray
113. ABC Auto Repair
114. McCredie Insurance
115. MJ Auto Inc
116. Swartz Funeral Home
117. Yanni’s Opa Bar & Grill
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We celebrate this year the 200th Anniversary of the Greek Revolution. In anticipation
of this anniversary, please see the 2012 Encyclical by our former Archbishop Demetrios where he beautifully outlines the spiritual connection between the Feast of the
Annunciation and Greek Independence Day.
March 25, 2012
Feast of the Annunciation
Day of Greek Independence
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
For almost two centuries our celebration of the Feast of the Annunciation as Greek Orthodox Christians has been joined by the commemoration of the struggles for independence
by our forbearers in Greece that began in March of 1821. These two observances have
been and continue to be very important to us, for they represent a deep connection of our
Church and our heritage, of faith and life, that offers a unique witness to the world.
When we contemplate and celebrate the Feast of the Annunciation, we are presented with a
sacred event in which God revealed His love for us and His divine plan for our restoration
to life and communion with Him. At the Annunciation, in an awe-inspiring manner, God
announced through the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary that He is going to be incarnate and born by her as God and man.
This miraculous event in the history of our faith is one that we celebrate each year. We do
this because the Annunciation is both a beginning and a fulfillment. It is the time and place
when Christ took upon our humanity in order to redeem us from sin, evil, guilt and death;
and for centuries, many had hoped for the day when God would make a new covenant with
all of humanity, a covenant of grace and faith. This happened at the Annunciation
The Feast of the Annunciation is also connected to our commemoration of Greek Independence Day not only because of the day of the 25th of March for both, but because
each presents significant themes that connect our faith and our lives, as well as our identity
as Greek Orthodox Christians with our Hellenic legacy and heritage. The struggle for independence by our fathers and mothers was born out of an affirmation of the right of every
human being for free will and choice, a right granted by God. This combined with the desire for freedom and self-determination, inspired the people of Greece in 1821 to seek an
end to centuries of oppression and to reclaim control of their lives and destiny. Further,
these same people knew that their commitment to independence would require great sacri26

fice. However, this was a sacrifice, a willing offering of their lives, for the sake of justice,
dignity, and freedom.
The struggle for independence by the people of Greece was also a beginning and a fulfillment. It was the fulfillment of the hopes of those who had lived and died under oppression, and of the vision of peace and happiness that many wished for their children and descendants. It was also the beginning of a new era, a renewal of a nation and a people.
Through the struggle came the opportunity to rebuild and restore their communities and
their lives, and to affirm openly and freely their heritage as Hellenes and Orthodox Christians.
The relationship of these two observances on this day gives us cause to commemorate the
Feast of the Annunciation and Greek Independence Day in an appropriate way. Our priority is our worship of God and our expressions of gratitude and praise for what He has revealed and for His great work of salvation for us through Christ. We give thanks to Him,
and we venerate the blessed Theotokos for her commitment to God’s will. We celebrate
our creation in the image of God, which resulted in the creation of a humanity that has
been honored and sanctified by Christ so that through faith our fellowship with God can be
restored.
We are also inspired by the understanding of freedom and human dignity that is revealed to
us by God, and in remembrance, we honor the many who have sacrificed so that we might
have a beautiful heritage of freedom and faith. It is this heritage that we celebrate on this
day. We commemorate the struggles and independence of our ancestors and of all free
peoples. We also affirm that our understanding of this freedom and the source of the
highest qualities of our humanity are found in God. With this witness of faith and truth,
may we continue to offer to the world the fulfillment we find in Him and the beginning of
an eternity in His presence filled with absolute freedom, ineffable joy and abundant life.
With paternal love in Him,
†DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America
Source: https://www.goarch.org/archbishop-demetrios/encyclicals/annunciation
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Iconography Fund
As you know, we have begun our Iconography Project. We want to thank those who have purchased an icon
or just donated a little to help with this. There are still icons available for purchase. If you would like to purchase an Icon or even just donate a little to the project, please contact John Hountalas (810-701-5164) or Father Jarrod. Thank you for your generosity.

The following individuals/families have contributed to the Iconography Project:
Peter and Alice Anastor

Spiridoula Panos

Steve and Anita Arsman

John and Irene Panos

Dennis and Alexis Branoff

Elaine and Dean Pappas

Debra and Dennis Chinonis

Evan Pappas

Katie Chinonis

John and Pat Pavlis

Linda Chinonis

Barbara Santee

James and Liz Christopher

JoAnne Schultze

John and Laura Costa

Allen and Olga Steinhoff

Helen Dalbo

Michael Stevens

Bill and Joanne Dau

Bill and Lesley Stickley

Mark and Penelopi Drolet

Tom and Sandra Stamatis

Daughters of Penelope

Peter and Susie Vergos

Monica Dragan

Tim and Joann Welch

Catherine Fechick

Cathy Yeotis

Walt and Diane Foraker

VIP’S

Greg and Sia Garceau

Swartz Funeral Home

John and Marlo George

Memorial - Kathryn Bachakes

Camilla Greenberg

Memorial - Lazaros & Vasiliki Batsios

Pamela Heos and Jeff Brancheau

Memorial - Thomas P. Chiavaras, Jr.

Nicholas and Jennifer Holland

Memorial - Marika Kalafatis

Hountalas Family

Memorial - Androulla Kyprianou

Athena Kalatzis

Memorial - Tom Lamberson

Agape Kallis

Memorial - Achilles “Ike” Marks

Susan Kallis

Memorial - Giorgio Mirtsopoulos

Tessie Komodromos

Memorial - Kathryn Menoutes

Dimitri and Jacqueline Kontorousis

Memorial - Michael Michaelou

Dean and Joyce Kossaras

Memorial - Niki Panos

Maria Koutsoukos

Memorial - Eugenia Routsis

Jeff and Nancy Lauster

Memorial - John Siambis

Ann and +Ted Lowe

Memorial - Theodora Stevens

William Lymperis
Lamprine Lymperpoulos
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Memorial - Athanasia Vitinaros
Memorial - Kosta Zaravelis
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
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FISH FRY FRIDAY
3—8:30 PM
Come and see why our Fish Fry was voted #1 in the Flint area. We
use only Icelandic Cod

Our varied menu also offers these delicious choices:
Fried & Baked Fish * Plaki * Pastitsio * Moussaka * Clam Strips
Chicken Strips * Fish Sandwich * Baked Chicken * Triopitas * Gyros
Spanakopita * Greek Fries * Mac & Cheese * Greek Salad
Dolmathes * Shrimp * Onion Rings * Rice Pudding
And don’t forget to support the Bake Sale to benefit
Hope, Joy & GOYA and Catholic Charities!
We welcome volunteers. Call John Hountalas (810) 701-5164 or
Lori Photiou (810) 444-1967 if you would like to volunteer to
help on a Friday night.
Teens: This is a great opportunity to earn your Community Service Hours for
school.
Fish Fry total sales for January 2021 were $5,981.67
31

Here is your chance to support our
Assumption Fish Fry and promote
your business at the same time!
Advertise in our continuous video
loop!
$100 for a 1 year ad!
Contact John Hountalas for details
810-701-5164
32

Parish
As our beloved church ages, we are starting to
have to make repairs on different things. In anticipation of these repairs, a Property Improvement Savings Fund, was established. This
fund gives our parishioners and friends another
option for your generous donations. Having this
fund enables us to have funds available for repairs and does not take away from our monthly
income.

FRIENDS
OF THE
METROPOLIS
2020
CONTRIBUTIONS
(JAN 1 - DECEMBER 31)

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell
Assumption Church

As of January 31, 2021, the Property Improvement Savings Fund has a balance of $6,664.08.

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra
PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS
Due to the rising cost of mailing receipts for
every donation received by the church, the Parish Council has established the following procedure for receipts:
When you mail in a donation to the church, or
drop it off in the office, a receipt will not be
mailed or given to parishioners of Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church. Your cancelled check
can be used as proof of your payment, as well as
the contribution statement you receive from the
church at the end of the year. This includes donations for stewardship, mortgage reduction,
iconography, festival, cash raffle, golf outing,
memorials, miscellaneous, etc.

Chinonis, Linda
Kalatzis, Athena
Kaloydis, John & Karen
Mersinas, George & Laura
Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra

If you require a receipt, please contact the
church office during normal business hours
(Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) or see a
Parish Council member on Sunday’s.

Yeotis, Catherine

Receipts will continue to be mailed to nonparishioners.

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
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We have collected over $300 so far. Keep them coming!
THANK YOU!!

Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?
Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS
to Assumption Church
(drop-off in back by kitchen door)
and let us take them back.
proceeds of this fundraiser support
Assumption Church
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STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if a filled out
and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.
Allard, Clyde & Georgia

Holland, Nick & Jennifer

Altheide, Dena

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki

Anagnostopoulos, Nick & Anna

Jimos, Anita

Asa, Darwin & Barbara

Joseph, Patti

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas

Kalatzis, Athena

Batsios, Eftyhia

Kallis, Agape

Batsios, Evangelos

Kallis, Penelopi

Batsios, Vasilios & Maria

Kallis, Susan

Birtsas, Sandra

Kaloydis, John & Karen

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth

Bograkos, Vera

Kitsonas, William

Brown, Jr., Andy

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula

Carpenter, Rob & Ageliki

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline

Chiavaras, Lucille

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce

Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra

Kottalis, Mary

Chinonis, Katie

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina

Christopher, Jim & Liz

Kraemer, Mark & Family

Clinton, Mike & Kathy

Kus, Michael & Alexis

Costa, John & Laura

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Cheng, Shaochi

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia

Lauster, Jeff & Nancy

Dalbo, Helen

Livaditis, Argie & Angela

Dau, William & Joanne

Livaditis, Nick & Evie

Davis-Kirksey, Linda

Livieratos, Dr. Maria & Dobbins, David & Nicholas

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis

Lowe, Ann

Ferich, Andrew & Voula

Mandelaris, John & Pauline

Foraker, Walter & Diane

Margaritis, Sofia

Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra

Martorelli, Sophia

Garceau, Greg & Sia

Menoutes, George

Hagler, Gary & Marian

Mersinas, George & Laura

Heos, James & Cassie

Nitsos, George & Candy

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffery

Panos-Lillar, Diana
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STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if a filled out
and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.
Pappadakis, Nikki

Stamatis, Tom & Sandra

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga

Paraschos, Tim & April

Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie

Peters, Jeff & Maria

Stergiopoulos, Mary

Photiou, Carol

Stone, Paula & Family

Photiou, Lucas & Lori

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Sue

Politis, Rita

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie

Poulos, Steve & Martha

Welch, Timothy & Joann

Richards, Ken & Kathy

Wilson, Todd, Loukea & Zoe

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary

Wright, Jeff & Kay

Russell, Fr. Jarrod

Yeotis, Art & Susan

Salutes-Rogind, Sally

Yeotis, Catherine

Schultze, JoAnne

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg

Thank you for supporting Assumption Church!
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Mortgage Reduction Food Sales:
Pastitsio OR Moussaka

Half Pan — Serves 9-12 — $25.00

Jimmy’s Plaki

Tray —

Spinach Cheese Pie

Tray — 15 pieces —$25.00

Greek Feta

2 1/2 pounds—$9.00

Tiropita

12 Pieces — $10.00

(made by Jimmy)

(Cheese Triangle)

$25.00

Lamb Shanks

2 Shanks cooked w/sauce $15.00

Greek Olives

3 LB Container $ 16.00

Dolmathes

25 for $20.00

Grecian Style:
Green Beans
$15

Peas
$15

Rice Pilaf
$10

PHYLLO DOUGH
1 pound package — $2.50

Effective 12-1-2020

To order call John Hountalas
810-701-5164

Philoptochos Sweet Bread Sale
TSOUREKI
$6.50

(Proceeds for Tsoureki go to the Philoptochos)
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If you pay your stewardship using the offering envelopes provide in the church you
must write “stewardship” on the envelope to ensure processing as stewardship.
Unmarked envelopes will be considered a39contribution only.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

“Donations

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY

made at an Orthodox Funeral service in

memory of the departed are typically collected by the
church, which then presents the names and final donation amount to the designated surviving family member.
At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on
distribution of those funds and can determine if they
would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for
the church in memory of the departed from a published
list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the
church office). We ask that should the family desire to
purchase an item they indicate this to the priest and Parish Council by the time of the 40 day memorial, otherwise those funds will be released to the operating fund of
our church. Any memorial donation checks not marked
“Assumption Church” will be distributed for the purpose
indicated on the check.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

The current approved policy for Parishioner
Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is
as follows:
Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismated according the rites of the Orthodox
Church. and attending the AGOC.
Parishioner - Member in Good Standing:


Person in compliance with Section 1
and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform
Parish Regulations of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese.



Person with an AGOC pledge card on
file and current in pledges for active and
preceding year.

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in compliance with requirements for Parishioner or
Member in Good Standing as defined above.

Scheduling of Memorial Services

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can
receive all sacraments at AGOC but are required to pay church usage fee as per Page 19.

All Memorial Services must be
scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so
that they may be placed on the church
calendar.

Any deviations from this policy must be
approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to
them at least one month prior to the proposed
sacrament date.

Koliva
If anyone is in need of Koliva, please
contact Diana Lillar (of Philoptochos)
for the names of those available to
make it. The standard rate is $150. It
is the responsibility of the family to
arrange for Koliva.

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or
credit card can be accepted as payment of
stewardship. Donations of items or services
cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of
monetary payment.
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Swartz
FUNERAL HOME

Our Family Caring For Yours
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family


Personal Family Service



Cremation Services



Affordable Cost Options



Aftercare Services Provided



Advance Funeral Planning



Monuments

1255 W. Hill Road
Between I-475 and US-23
810-235-2345
www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
44
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

DJ Manolakis
Greek and American Music
810-845-2019

46

Orthros:
Divine Liturgy:

2021 Parish Council

9:00 am
10:00 am

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest
Helen Dalbo — President
George Nitsos — V. President
Ruth Karabina — Secretary
JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer
Debra Chinonis — Co-Treasurer

Weekdays and Feast Days:
See Calendar

Office Hours
Tuesday — Friday
10 am — 3 pm

Nick Holland
Susan Kallis
Joyce Kossaras
Lori Photiou
Tim Welch
Diana Lillar - Ex-Officio Member

Fish Fry Hours
3 - 8:30 pm
Telephone:

810-771-4611

ORGANIZATIONS

Secretary: Laura Mersinas

Acolytes: John Kaloydis

E-Mail
Secretary: chsecagoc@gmail.com

Choir: Nancy Chinonis
Chanters: Crystal Demps
Religious Education Committee:
Lori Photiou & Angie Carpenter

Website
www.assumptiongrandblanc.org

Philoptochos: Diana Lillar
GOYA: TBD
VIPS: Voula Pagonis
AHEPA: John Costa

Please check the website for
up to date events.

Daughters of Penelope: Cathy Yeotis
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
2245 E Baldwin Road
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage Paid
Grand Blanc, Michigan
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Place mailing label here

ASSUMPTION GOC HALL IS NOW BOOKING
FOR 2021 GRADUATION OPEN HOUSES
CONTACT:
JOHN HOUNTALAS 810-701-5164
OR
THE CHURCH OFFICE: 810-771-4611
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