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   8:    Pan- Orthodox Orthros                                            9 am      

           Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy - Nativity of             10 am 

           the Theotokos @ Assumption 

           Parish Council Meeting       6:15 - 8:15 pm 

  9-10:    Virtual Clergy - Laity 

  13:    Pan-Orthodox Great Vespers - Exaltation           6:30 pm 

           of the Holy Cross @ St. Nicholas, Burton 

  14:    Divine Liturgy - Exaltation of the Holy Cross    10 am 

           @ St. Mary Madgalene, Fenton     

  17:    Virtual Cash Raffle  

  26:    Taste of Greece                                      11 am - 7:30  pm    

  30:    Divine Liturgy - Holy Protection of the Theotokos  6 pm 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

OCTOBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

SEPTEMBER 2020 

14:   Parish Council Meeting     6:15 - 8:15 pm  

16 - 18:    Hellenic Folk Dance Festival - St. Nicholas, Troy 

26: Divine Liturgy for St. Demetrios    10 am 

28: OXI Day 

 

       

 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETINGS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA   

GOYA MEETINGS  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION . . K-7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   TBA                               

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—PREK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TBA  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .    See Below 

FISH FRY    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Starts September 11th, Fridays           3:00—8:30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA 



3 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power 

as it is working. — James 5:16 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

Lucas Paul; Nikolaos Karabinas; Achilles Marks;   

George Pappadakis; Charlie Paraschos; Heather Williamson 

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:00 am on the morn-

ing of the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, to be 

read during the Proskimide (Preparation) Service: one list is for those who are living 

and the other for those who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please 

send a check to the church for $20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church” with a note stating it is for Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If 

you have questions, please contact the church office, 810-771-4611. 

Prosphoron Schedule 
     

 

 

October: 

  4:  Pavlis, John & Pat 

11:  Peters, Jeff & Maria 

18:  Photiou, Carol 

25:  Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

September: 

  6:  Pappadakis, Nikki 

13:  Pappas, Dean & Elaine 

20:  Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

27:  Paraschos, Tim & April 

  

Sunday Reader Schedule 

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office, 

810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 

 

September 

                   6    Cathy Yeotis 

                 13    Nick Holland 

                 20    Debbie Chinonis 

                 27    John Costa 

 

October 

                   4    Ruth Karabina 

                 11    John Kaloydis 

                 18    Cathy Yeotis 

                 25    Nick Holland 
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church, 

Every Divine Liturgy includes a reading from one of the four Gospels. The Gos-

pel reading is normally intoned by the priest or deacon, and the people stand attentively 

during the reading. Prior to the reading, the priest offers the following prayer in a low 

voice while softly censing the Gospel books: 

Shine in our hearts, O Master Who loves mankind, the pure light of Your 
divine knowledge, and open the eyes of our mind that we may comprehend 
the proclamations of Your Gospels. Instill in us also reverence for Your 
blessed commandments so that, having trampled down all carnal desires, 
we may lead a spiritual life, both thinking and doing all those things that 
are pleasing to You. For You, Christ our God, are the illumination of our 
souls and bodies, and to You we offer up glory, together with Your Father, 
Who is without beginning, and Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, 
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

 
This is a beautiful and powerful prayer that can also be offered before we read the Bible 

at home or other Orthodox book.  

 Fr. Emmanuel Hatzidakis writes that “the prayer expresses the correct phronema 

(mindset) a Christian should have when approaching to read or hear the Holy Scrip-

ture.” (The Heavenly Banquet: Understanding the Divine Liturgy, p. 143). When con-

templating this prayer in light of Fr. Emmanuel’s statement, we note that the prayer (1) 

acknowledges God as the lover of mankind and as the illuminator of our souls and bod-
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ies; (2) asks God to illumine our hearts and instill in us reverence for His command-

ments so that we can think and do things pleasing to Him and accordingly lead a spiritu-

al life; (3) recognizes that we need the light of God’s divine knowledge to comprehend 

the Gospel through the eyes of our mind; and (4) offers Glory to God as the Holy Trini-

ty. 

 To sum it up, the prayer makes it clear that without God, we cannot truly under-

stand and live the Gospels and His commandments. This is a key point that we must em-

phasize: the Lord calls us to both think AND do things that are pleasing to Him. Fr. Em-

manuel explains further that “comprehension ultimately means that we apply the divine 

teachings in our everyday lives, or else without applying the knowledge we gain in our 

lives we would resemble the demons, to have knowledge, but no piety.” Stated different-

ly, we must implore God to understand how He wants us to think and to live our faith.  

 My brothers and sisters in Christ, as we enter the fall, we should seek to implore 

God with this prayer and other prayers as we continue to study and grow in our faith. 

        With love in Christ, 

        Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell       

             

 

 

From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 
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Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner 
 

Welcome back to a new school year!  Per the guidelines of  the Metropolis of  Detroit, at 
this time we are not able to hold any activities outside of  Divine services.  This means that 
we are not able to hold in person classes.  We held a parent Zoom meeting on August 19th 
to discuss our options.  Please make sure to watch your emails & the AGOC RE Facebook 
page for more communication on what will be happening with Religious Education for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
 

Fish Fry will start back up on September 11th which means that so do our Bake Sales.    Re-
member all the proceeds of  the bake sales fund ALL the activities we do throughout the 
year with the kids, provide personal needs bags for the clients of  Catholic Charities Center 
For Hope at Christmas, support the Greater Flint Orthodox Endowment Fund with an an-
nual investment, and support our Assumption Church in many ways.  Without your help in 
making items for sale, none of  this would be possible!  We will use the same method of  as-
signing weeks like we did last year.  If  you can’t bake something on your assigned week we 
ask that you make a $20 donation and we will bake for you.  You must let us know the 
week before your assigned week so that we can plan to do the baking.   The schedule is be-
low so you can plan accordingly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to another successful learning year for our Assumption children as they 
grow and learn about our Orthodox faith! 
 

Sincerely, 

Religious Education Committee 

Lori Photiou and Ageliki Carpenter 

Date Name 1 Name 2 

9/11/2020 Photiou Batsios 

9/18/2020 Carpenter Federick 

9/25/2020 Grousopoulos Haralambous 

10/2/2020 Holland Karakitsos 

10/9/2020 Kovanis-Wilson Kraemer 

10/16/2020 Leighton Mavrikos 

10/23/2020 O'Bee Panos 

10/30/2020 Paraschos Photiou 

11/6/2020 Smith Stavridis 

11/13/2020 Batsios Carpenter 

11/20/2020 Federick Grousopoulos 

12/4/2020 Haralambous Holland 

12/11/2020 Karakitsos Kovanis-Wilson 

12/18/2020 Kraemer Leighton 
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Homily on the Nativity of the Theotokos Offered at the Holy Cross  
Hermitage, Wayne, West Virginia 

 

There is no great event which is not proceeded with great longing and 
expectation. This Great Feast of the Nativity of the Mother of God is no ex-
ception. This first of Feasts, celebrated on the eighth day of the New Church 
Year, was certainly preceded by great longing and expectation. First, we have 
the longing of the blessed parents of the Blessed Ever-Virgin, Joachim and 
Anna. Finding themselves childless even in old age and thus ashamed in 
front of Jewish society, they pleaded with God to relieve them of the curse of 
childlessness, a shame which even caused Joachim to be rejected from his 
service at the Temple and which sent him into the wilderness to plead with 
the Lord. Joachim and Anna did not lose their faith or cease their prayers 
even when it seemed that all the law of nature was set against them because 
of their age. Rather, they lived and prayed with longing and the expectation 
of deliverance.  

 
Secondly, we have the longing and travail of the human race itself, 

which was until the dawn of Grace laboring under the yoke of the old law, 
the condemnation of the sin of our first ancestors, and the corruption of 
death. The people of the world had descended to such a state of moral degra-
dation that it hardly seemed possible to redeem mankind. Indeed, it would 
take the very entry of God Himself, incarnate, into human history in order to 
save mankind inasmuch as the law was powerless to save it. Mankind, like 
Anna, was barren, not bringing forth fruit. The whole world was in longing, 
and the righteous, such as Joachim and Anna and Symeon the God-Receiver, 
were filled with expectation. 
 

If the Incarnation of the Son of God was the rising of the Sun upon the 
darkness of the Earth, then surely the Birth of the Chosen Virgin and Bride of 
God was the dawn of morning breaking through the dark night of humanity. 
The child of Joachim and Anna was chosen before the ages by Divine Provi-
dence, was born of an aged woman thought to be barren, was offered as a 
pure sacrifice to God by her parents, was brought into the temple and pre-
served and nourished by the angelic hosts until her coming of age, entrusted 
to the aged Joseph, and then mystically conceived the Incarnate Word in her 
virginal womb. She contained the One who cannot be contained, and her 
womb became more spacious than the heavens.  
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In the same way that every great musician needs an instrument to create 
the melodies that well up in his soul and demand to make their way into the 
world, so God arranged everything for our salvation by making use of one 
perfect instrument, the Ever-Virgin Mary. Her Nativity represents a critical 
moment in the history of the universe, her birth represents the coming of the 
fullness of time, the end of the Old Law and the sounding forth of the first 
notes of the melody of the New Law, the Law of Love and salvation through 
Grace. 
 

From the time of the Apostles and through the centuries, Orthodox 
Christians have devoted themselves and their talents to the Mother of God, 
the Gate of our Salvation. Hymnographers have composed new hymns, can-
ons, and Akathists to her, Iconographers have created a multitude of types, 
each expressing something slightly different about the Mother of God, her 
life on earth and her intervention into human life through miracles and ap-
pearances. Many have built great temples and whole monasteries in her hon-
or. Out of devotion saints have written their own private prayers and songs to 
the Mother of God, asking her to take them under her saving omophorion and 
bring them into the Heavenly Kingdom. Each of us, even if we are not hym-
nographers or iconographers by talent, must also create our own devotion to 
the Mother of God. Our song of devotion should be our very life. Let us ask 
the Mother of God to take us and plant us in her little garden, even if we 
seem to be the worst of weeds, so that she can tend to us and guide us on the 
way to Heaven. Amen. 
 
Source: https://orthochristian.com/82343.html 

https://orthochristian.com/82343.html
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A Note about Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
 

 Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology serves as both a gradu-
ate school of Orthodox Theology and as the only seminary of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America. Over 95% of the clergy serving the Archdio-
cese are graduates of Holy Cross. The School of Theology celebrates its Feast 
Day on September 14. Therefore, we provide to the Assumption faithful this 
background statement about Holy Cross as we pray for the school and its fac-
ulty and students during the month of September.  
 

“The institution was originally founded as Holy Cross Theological 
School in 1937 in Pomfret, Connecticut. Since then Holy Cross has served as 
the seminary of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas. In 1946 the 
school was moved to Brookline, Massachusetts, where the students and facul-
ty could take advantage of the educational and cultural opportunities of Great-
er Boston. In response to the emerging needs of the Church, and by virtue of 
its own academic maturation, in 1966 Holy Cross expanded its collegiate divi-
sion into a full four-year liberal arts college, a distinct undergraduate institu-
tion known as Hellenic College. Today the faculties and students of the under-
graduate and graduate schools continue to form one community, sharing the 
same campus and facilities. However, the two schools are academically sepa-
rate entities. Holy Cross offers graduate programs of study leading to the de-
grees of Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Master of Theological Studies (M.T.S.), 
and Master of Theology (Th.M.). Holy Cross has developed into an accredited 
graduate school of theology, and as such has become one of the most im-
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portant institutions of the Orthodox Church in the Western hemisphere. 
 

“At Holy Cross, education is viewed as an integration of learning and 
faith. While committed to providing excellence in teaching, learning, and 
scholarship, the Holy Cross programs also reflect the religious and cultural 
values of the Greek Orthodox tradition. 
 

“Holy Cross strives to fulfill the need of the Orthodox Church to educate 
each generation of leaders, clergy and laypersons who share a common expe-
rience of learning and faith; men and women who, in their chosen professions, 
will exemplify the values and spirit of Orthodox Christianity. 
 

“The institution is engaged in a variety of teaching, scholarship, service, 
and worship activities directed toward developing the intellectual and spiritual 
potential of students, as well as enabling the faculty to pursue teaching and 
scholarship in their various disciplines with academic freedom. Thus, it con-
stitutes a unique environment of personal growth and intellectual maturity for 
men and women who provide the priestly and lay witness and leadership of 
Orthodox Christianity in the Western world. 
 

“Holy Cross is located in the Greater Boston area, the "Athens of Ameri-
ca," notable for its numerous colleges and universities. The city is student-
oriented and rich in cultural, educational, and athletic opportunities. Our own 
campus offers a variety of cultural activities and intramural sports. The under-
lying source of all of our experiences is our deep commitment to our faith and 
heritage, which allows us to blend a unified vision of the past, present, and fu-
ture in all that we do.” 

 
Source: https://web.archive.org/web/20121010234216/http://
holycross.hchc.edu/holycross/about/history_of_holy_cross.html 
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Holy Cross Commencement 

Holy Cross Library 

Holy Cross Chapel 
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Philoptochos Society — Friends of  the Poor ! 

Ladies,  

 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. Please continue to stay safe by wearing masks and com-
plying with Social Distancing.  These 2 requests are to keep you safe and for the safety of  others. 

 

While going through some old papers I found this prayer for the Philoptochos. While it was writ-
ten for our organization it applies to the events of  today.  Please read this and think about the 
meaning behind the words. 

 

God, who made all men in thy likeness, 

And lovest all whom thou has made, 

Reconcile us with one another, and with thee; 

 

And as thy Son and our Savior was born of  a Hebrew mother, 

But rejoiced in the faith of  a Syrian woman 

And of  a Roman soldier, 

Welcomed the Greeks who sought him, 

And suffered a man from Africa to carry his cross; 

 

So teach us to look upon the members of  all races 

As fellow heirs of  the Kingdom of  Jesus Chris our Lord. 

 

Amen 

 

Please stay safe and continue to pray for our country and our world. 

 

Thank you,  

Diana Panos-Lillar 
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      FLINT AHEPA-DAUGHTERS  

         SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  

           2245 E Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439  

 

 

Date: August 13, 2020  

 

John K. Costa  

417 Old Mill Drive  

Flushing, MI 48433  

(810) 659-5275  

 

            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Announcement:  

 

Flint AHEPA-Daughters Scholarship Foundation is pleased to announce the recipients for this 

year’s annual scholarships.  

 

Lula Karakitsos, of Flushing, Michigan, has graduated from Flushing High School this year with 

high honors. She will be attending Michigan State University this fall, pursuing a career as a Physi-

cian’s Assistant. Lula has been awarded the “Eli Chinonis Memorial Scholarship” in the amount of 

$2,500.00.  

 

Nicholas Pappadakis, of Grand Blanc, Michigan, has graduated from Grand Blanc High School this 

year with honors. He will be attending college this fall, studying Criminal Justice. Nicholas has been 

awarded the “Harry and Catherine Yeotis Memorial Scholarship” in the amount of $2,000.00.  

 

The Flint AHEPA-Daughters Scholarship Foundation fund was established in 1987 to encourage 

and assist eligible students graduating from a Flint Area high school with plans to enter a universi-

ty, college, or trade school. Funds have been raised from many activities and sources over the 

many years.  

 

The awards will be presented to the recipients during a ceremony at the church in the near future.  
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Daughters of Penelope 
Iris Chapter 242 

Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood 

 

 

 

September DOP Newsletter 
 
 
 

The main event in August was the virtual District Convention. We were able 
to have six delegates represent our chapter, so we were well represented. 
Our next project will be to honor the 2020 graduates and along with the 
AHEPA Chapter we were able to present two scholarships to local students 
from Assumption. 
 
 
 

We know that we will not be able to host a Fall Salad Luncheon in October. 
We hope that by November we will be able to host Godparent Sunday. We 
will just have to wait and see what the conditions will be in Michigan by then. 
Please stay safe, wear your masks and be careful. 
 
 
 

Cathy Yeotis 
President 
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The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America designated Friday, July 24 as 

a Day of Mourning in response to the conversion of Hagia Sophia into a mosque and directed 

the parishes of the Archdiocese to celebrate the Akathist Hymn.  Fr. Gabriel Bilas of St. Mary 

Madgalene Orthodox Church celebrated the service with Fr. Jarrod.  Fr. Anthony Strouse of 

St. Pius X Catholic Church was present for the service as a sign of solidarity between Ortho-

dox and Catholics against the action of the Turkish government. 
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Virtual 

Thursday, September 17 

Starts at 7:00 pm 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

2245 E. Baldwin Road 
Grand Blanc, MI 

1 Ticket $200.00* 

 

 1st Prize: $10,000.00 
 2nd Prize:      5,000.00 
 3rd Prize:      2,000.00 

Every 10th ticket drawn gets the holder their money back! 

To purchase tickets, see a Parish Council member, contact the  

office at 810-771-4611 or you may purchase online through our online 
store at assumptiongrandblanc.org 

*Tickets may be purchased by individuals or by a group 

Cash Raffle will be live streamed on Facebook 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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September: 

Bar &  

Hand Soap 

 

 

810-845-3221 
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   On behalf  of  AHEPA District 10, I would once again like to thank all who partici-
pated in the eighth AHEPA "Milk for Flint" giveaway on July 16th. Whether you 
donated money, labor or both, all was appreciated and needed to again make this 
event a resounding success. It was great to see all the AHEPA Brothers' and DOP 
Sisters' smiling faces, who volunteered to help pass out the milk despite the steady 
downpour of  rain! Thank you Lou Pavledes, Cathy Yeotis, JoAnne Schultze, 

John Hauck II, John Hauck III, George Hauck, Nick Roumel, John Manolis, Nick Phil-
lips, Fr. Simion Catau, Christos Michalakis, Nick Maodus, Jack Tsalis, Nick Koklanaris, 
Pam Heos, Jeff  Brancheau, Fr. Jarrod Russell, John Kaloydis, Tom Yeotis, Yan Theros and 
Alex Theros. We worked as one big AHEPA team! 

          The line of  Flint residents who received the milk was non-stop for almost 2 hours and they 
were very thankful for what they received. In total, 352 cars lined up, along with 42 walk-ups, rep-
resenting 1,218 people served. The milk that remained, after the line subsided, went to the Catho-
lic Charities Soup Kitchens, Greater Holy Temple Church of  God in Christ,  Mission of  Hope, 
Well of  Hope, Prince of  Peace and Word of  Life Churches and organizations. Nothing was wast-
ed. There was coverage of  the event by three television stations and one radio station.  

           After the Giveaway, a small group rushed down to the Flint City Hall, where Flint Mayor, 
Sheldon A. Neeley, and his wife, Michigan State Representative Cynthia Neeley, were waiting. I, on 
behalf  of  the AHEPA, was presented a proclamation proclaiming, "Thursday, July 16, 2020 to be 
AHEPA Day in the City of  Flint, Michigan." Thank you to Judge Tom Yeotis and Dean Yeotis for 
coordinating the presentation, even though City Hall has been closed since March due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Their efforts are much appreciated as it is always important to continually 
promote the AHEPA and the great things that it does! 

            To date, AHEPA District 10 has raised more than $30,000 and has distributed almost 
16,000 gallons of  milk through the "Milk for Flint" program. Much of  the funds were donated by 
the members of  the AHEPA and the Daughters of  Penelope. However, many donations also 
came from individuals as well as organizations from around the country. We would like to 
thank Flint's Catholic Charities, led by Mary Stevenson, for teaming up with the AHEPA to allow 
the many AHEPA volunteers to efficiently distribute the milk to the needy Flint residents from 
their Center for Hope facility. The AHEPA would also like to thank Kim Green, manager of  
Kroger store #404, for the great milk price and the coordination of  the delivery to the distribu-
tion point in downtown Flint. Thank you to you ALL! 

            Our next milk giveaway is tentatively scheduled for late September, 2020. This will be our 
Ninth truck load of  milk for the unfortunate victims of  the "Flint Water Crisis". The need for 
AHEPA's help has not gone away. We may not hear about the problems in Flint as often as we've 
had in the past, but the need is still real. Many Flint residents continue to have elevated lead levels 
in their bodies, including thousands of  children, due to the exposure of  the tainted water still 
flowing from their faucets in their homes! Please help the AHEPA continue to help these victims! 

Thank you, 

Craig A. Theros 

District 10 "Milk for Flint Chairman"                                                          

AHEPA 
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PLEASE READ THIS NOTE ABOUT  
CHURCH EMAILS 

 
 

 We seek to use all possible means to stay in touch with the Assumption Pa-
rishioners, including email.  
 
 We are using a new platform for emails to the Church family.  Thus, you 
should be receiving church emails now. 
 
 If you have not received Church emails in the recent past and would like 
to be added to the Church email list, please contact Fr. Jarrod and he will add 
you to the list. Thank you!  
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Mortgage Drive: 
 

This past March, it was 7 years since we started our Mortgage Drive.  We have been able to 

lower our Mortgage by more than $640,000 during this time.  Approximately $380,000 of  

this amount has been from fundraisers, your generous donations and from the Endowment 

Fund.  The remainder is from our Monthly Mortgage Payment.  Thank you for your contin-

ued support, we are almost there.  Our goal is to pay the mortgage in full by the end of  

2021.  That is also the 100th Anniversary of  our Church. 

Parish Council  

As of  7-31-2020  

our balance is: 

$89,947.80  

Thank You! 

 

Mortgage Paid in Full 
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MORTGAGE DRIVE  

(FROM 8-1-2019 TO 7-1-2020) 
 

     The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive: 

1.   Clyde & Georgia Allard 

2.   Rev. Fr. John & +Presvytera Artemas 

3.   Karen Begley 

4.   Dennis & Alexis Branoff 

5.   Dennis & Debra Chinonis 

6.   Linda Chinonis 

7.   Katie Chinonis 

8.   James & Liz Christopher  

9.   Helen Dalbo  

10.   Mark & Penelopi Drolet 

11.   Toula Edmonds 

12.   Pam Heos & Jeff  Brancheau 

13.   Nick & Jennifer Holland 

14.   Rick & Tina Holland 

15.   Dimitri & Brittany Hountalas 

16.   John & Tasia Hountalas 

17.   Yanni Hountalas 

18.   Efstratia Janis 

19.   David Duffy & Elaine Joynt 

20.   Athena Kalatzis 

21.   Agape Kallis 

22.   Penny Kallis 

23.   Susan Kallis 

24.   John & Karen Kaloydis 

25.   Nikolaos & Stephanie Karabinas 

26.   Pavlos & Ruth Karabinas 

27.   Dean & Joyce Kossaras 

28.   Jeff  & Nancy Lauster 

29.   Serena Lebessis 

30.   George & Margot Levas 

31.   Yanni & Aspasia Mavrikos 

32.   Taso & Mitra Pagonis 

33.   Tim & April Paraschos 

34.   Carol Photiou 

35.   Lucas & Lori Photiou 

36.   Mike Potsos 

37.   Steve & Martha Poulos 

38.   Ken & Kathy Richards 

39.   JoAnne Schultze 

40.   Allen & Olga Steinhoff 

41.   Robert & Micheline Wilson 

42.   Catherine Yeotis 

43.  Hon. Thomas & Meg Yeotis   

44.  In Memory of  Presvytera Nikie Artemas 

45.   In Memory of  Jerry Apostle 

46.   In Memory of  Helen Anagnos    

47.   In Memory of  Christ & Margaret Anastor 

48.   In Memory of  Theodore Bachakes, Jr.  

49.   In Memory of  Andrew Bageris                                                                        

50.   In Memory of  Elaine Bakris 

51.   In Memory of  Tim Bograkos 

52.   In Memory of  John & Christine Caris 

53.   In Memory of  Elias Chinonis 

54.   In Memory of  Gabriella Chinonis 

55.   In Memory of  Gus Chinonis 

56.   In Memory of  John Chinonis 

57.   In Memory of  Maria Contagianni 

58.   In Memory of  James & Chryssee Daros 

59.   In Memory of  Evangelos Douros 

60.   In Memory of  London Eisenbeis 

61.   In Memory of  John Helton 

62.   In Memory of  Tom & Goldie Heos 
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63.   In Memory of  John Jimos 

64.  In Memory of James (Giannakopoulos) Johnson 

65.  In Memory of  Harold Kallis 

66.  In Memory of  Tony Karakitsos 

67.  In Memory of  Alex Karatza 

68.  In Memory of  Anne Kossaras 

69.  In Memory of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer 

70.  In Memory of  Tom Lamberson 

71.  In Memory of  Suzanne Lauster 

72.  In Memory of  Ted Lowe 

73.  In Memory of  George Margaritis 

74.  In Memory of  Kathryn Menoutes 

75.  In Memory of  Mike Michaelou 

76.  In Memory of  Nicholas Mighion 

77.  In Memory of  Aristoteles Panos 

78.  In Memory of  Niki Panos 

79.  In Memory of  Dr. George Politis 

80.  In Memory of  John Siambis 

81.  In Memory of  Tommy Stergiopoulos 

82.  In Memory of  Cleo Tarlas 

83.  In Memory of  Betty Vlahakis 

84.  In Memory of  Gus Vergos 

85.  Daughters of  Penelope 

86.  DOP Kafi Night 

87.  DOP Mardi Gras Bar Tips 

88.  Endowment Fund 

89.  Religious Education 

90.  Weeping Icon Service & Hall Rental 

91.  V.I.P.’s 

92.  Assumption Catering 

93.  Blessing of  the Buses 

94.  Chili Cook-Off 

95.  Food Sales for Mortgage Reduction 

96.  GFS Rebate 

97.  Hall Rental Bar Tips 

98.  Hall Rental Dishwasher & Linens 

99.  Hall Rental Linens & Liquor Add On 

100.  Heos Hall Rental & Bar  

101.  Makaria of  Nick Kondyles 

102.  Makaria of  Sandy Bachakes Kraemer 

103.  Sunday Brunch 

104.  2nd Tray 

105.  ABC Auto Repair 

106.  McCredie Insurance 

107.  MJ Auto Inc 

108.  Swartz Funeral Home 

109.  Yanni’s Opa Bar & Grill 

 

 
MORTGAGE DRIVE  

(FROM 8-1-2019 TO 7-1-2020) 
 

     The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive: 
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Iconography Fund 

As you know, we have begun our Iconography Project. We want to thank those who have purchased 
an icon or just donated a little to help with this.  There are still icons available for purchase.  If you 
would like to purchase an Icon or even just donate a little to the project, please contact John Hounta-
las (810-701-5164) or Father Jarrod. Thank you for your generosity. 

The following individuals/families have contributed to the Iconography Project: 

Peter and Alice Anastor Ann and Ted Lowe 

Steve and Anita Arsman William Lymperis 

Dennis and Alexis Branoff Lamprine Lymperpoulos 

Debra and Dennis  Chinonis Spiridoula Panos 

Katie Chinonis John and Irene Panos 

Linda Chinonis Elaine and Dean Pappas 

James and Liz Christopher Evan Pappas 

John and Laura Costa Barbara Santee 

Helen Dalbo JoAnne Schultze 

Bill & Joanne Dau Allen and Olga Steinhoff 

Mark & Penelopi Drolet Michael Stevens 

Daughters of Penelope Bill and Lesley Stickley 

Monica Dragan Swartz Funeral Home 

Catherine Fechick Peter and Susie Vergos 

Walt and Diane Foraker Cathy Yeotis 

Greg and Sia Garceau VIP’S 

John and Marlo George Memorial - Lazaros & Vasiliki Batsios 

Camilla Greenberg Memorial - Androulla Kyprianou 

Pamela Heos & Jeff Brancheau Memorial - Eugenia Routsis 

Nicholas & Jennifer Holland Memorial - Giorgio Mirtsopoulos 

Hountalas Family Memorial - Kathryn Menoutes 

Athena Kalatzis Memorial - Kosta Zaravelis 

Agape Kallis Memorial - Marika Kalafatis 

Susan Kallis Memorial - Niki Panos 

Tessie Komodromos Memorial - Theodora Stevens 

Dimitri and Jacqueline Kontorousis Memorial - Tom Lamberson 

Dean and Joyce Kossaras Memorial - Michael Michaelou 

Maria Koutsoukos Memorial - Athanasia Vitinaros 

Jeff and Nancy Lauster  
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Icon Update September 2020 

The icon of the Resurrection was just installed. It is an amazing and beautiful icon! This is an exciting 

moment in the installation of the icons of our project. The next icon to be installed will be the Sermon on the 

Mount opposite of the icon of the Resurrection. It will make a beautiful connection between our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ as teacher and savior. 

 Upcoming icons include the icons of the four Evangelists in each corner of the nave. These will be the 

icons of St. John, St. Luke, St. Mark, and St. Matthew. Having the icons of the inspired writers of the four 

Gospels in place will be a glorious reminder of these titans of faith as we hear the Gospel reading during the 

Divine Services. Please note that the icon of St. Matthew is still available for donation. Please see Fr. Jar-

rod Russell or John Hountalas if you are interested in donating an icon.    
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Come and see why our Fish Fry was voted #1 in the Flint 

area.  We use only Icelandic Cod 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Our varied menu also offers these delicious choices: 

Baked Fish * Baked Potato * Plaki * Pastitsio * Clam Strips  

Chicken Strips * Fish Sandwich * Baked Chicken * Gyros   

Mac and Cheese * Shrimp Basket  * Greek Salad  

Rice Pudding 
 

 

 

FISH FRY FRIDAY  

3—8:30 PM 

WILL RESUME SEPTEMBER 11TH  

We welcome volunteers. Call John Hountalas (810) 701-5164 or 

Lori Photiou (810) 444-1967 if you would like to volunteer to  

help on a Friday night. 
 

  Teens: This is a great opportunity to earn your Community Service 

Hours for school. 

 Fish Fry total sales for July were $6,618.41.  Fish Fry closed for August.   

We will resume on September 11, 2020 
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Here is your chance to support our 
Assumption Fish Fry and promote 

your business at the same time! 
 

Advertise in our continuous video 
loop! 

 

$100 for a 1 year ad! 

 

Contact John Hountalas for details 

810-701-5164 
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FRIENDS  

OF THE 

 METROPOLIS 

2020  

CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
(JAN 1 - JUNE 30)  

 

 
 

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

 

 
 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

 
 

Chinonis, Linda 
 

 
 

Kalatzis, Athena 

 
 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

 
 

Mersinas, George & Laura 
 

 
 

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra 
 

 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

 

NEW PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS 

Due to the rising cost of  mailing receipts for 

every donation received by the church, the 

Parish Council has established the following 

procedure for receipts: 

When you mail in a donation to the church, 

or drop it off  in the office, a receipt will not 

be mailed or given to parishioners of  As-

sumption Greek Orthodox Church.  Your 

cancelled check can be used as proof  of  your 

payment, as well as the contribution state-

ment you receive from the church at the end 

of  the year.  This includes donations for 

stewardship, mortgage reduction, iconogra-

phy, festival, cash raffle, golf  outing, memori-

als, miscellaneous, etc. 

If  you require a receipt, please contact the 

church office during normal business hours 

(Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) or 

see a Parish Council member on Sunday’s.   

Receipts will continue to be mailed to non-

parishioners.   

As we look around our church and her prop-

erty, we see things that may need repair in the 

next few years.  To that end, the Parish Coun-

cil has started a Property Improvement 

Fund, initially funded by Fish Fry donations.  

The Property Improvement Fund gives eve-

ryone another option for your generous do-

nations. Property Improvement Fund Bal-

ance as of  July 31, 2020 is $7,200.51.  

Parish 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?   

Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS  

to Assumption Church  

(drop-off in back by kitchen door) 

and let us take them back. 

 

proceeds of this fundraiser support  

Assumption Church 
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STEWARDSHIP LIST:  Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if  

a filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.   

Allard, Clyde & Georgie 

Altheide, Dena 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

Bachakes, Katheryn 

Bachakes, Vicki 

Bakris, Dr. Chris 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Christos & Ashley 

Batsios, Efthyia 

Batsios, Evangelos 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Antonios & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Brown Jr., Andy 

Buterakos, Jim & Roxanne 

Carpenter, Rob & Angie 

Chiatalas, Andrew & Kelly 

Chiavaras, Lucille 

Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Sandi 

+Chuleas-Williams, Anna 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Daros, Christine 

Dau, Bill & Joanne 

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Demps, Crystal 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy 

Grousopoulos, Lambros & Lena 

Heos, James & Cassie 

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Holland, Rick & Tina 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Hountalas, John & Tasia 

Hountalas, Yanni 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Johnson, Denise 

Joseph, Patti 

Joynt, Elaine & Duffy, David 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Penny 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John 

Kapellas, Katina 

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth 

Karakitsos, Peter & Litsa 

Karay, Sr., Nicholas  

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary T. 
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STEWARDSHIP LIST:  Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if  

a filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.   

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Photiou, Maroulla 

Politis, Rita 

Potsos, Dimitrios & Stergoula 

Poulos, Chris & Debra 

Poulos, Eleanor 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Rivette, Matthew & Lori 

Rogind, Sally 

Russell, Rev. Fr. Jarrod 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Sirakis, Kosta & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paris & Athena 

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra 

Stavridis, Tomas & Zoe 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Van Dyke, Ryan & Amy 

Vergos, Nitsa 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Welch, Tim & Joann 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

Zaravelis, Fani 

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kraemer, Mark & Family 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Shaochi 

Lauster, Jeff & Nancy 

Livieratos-Dobbins, Dr. Maria, David, & Nicholas  

Lowe, +Ted & Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nicholas & Maria 

Margaritis, +George & Sofia 

Marks, Achilles & Afroditi 

Marks, Jean 

Martorelli, Matt & Jill 

Martorelli, Michael 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Menoutes, George 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevasti 

Neofotistos, John & Julie 

Nikolakeas, John & Polin 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

O’Keefe, Derek & Michelle 

Pagonis, Taso & Mitra 

Pagonis, Voula 

Panos-Lillar, Diana 

Panos, John & Irene 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Pappas, Dean & Elaine 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Paraschos, Tim & April 

Pavlis, John & Pat 

Peters, Jeff & Maria 
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Mortgage Reduction Food Sales:  
 

 

Pastitsio OR Moussaka Half Pan — Serves 9-12 — $25.00  

             (made by Jimmy)        
 

Jimmy’s Plaki             Tray — $25.00 

                                         
         

Spinach Cheese Pie     Tray — 15 pieces —$25.00 

   
 

Greek Feta           2 1/2 pounds—$9.00  
 

 

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle)   12 Pieces — $10.00 
 

Lamb Shanks             2 Shanks cooked w/sauce $15.00  
 

Greek Olives              3 LB Container  $16.00  
 

Dolmathes    25 for $20.00                    
 

Grecian Style: 
 Green Beans                Peas           Rice Pilaf  
         $15             $15             $10 
 

PHYLLO DOUGH 
 

1 pound package — $2.00 
 

To order call John Hountalas  
810-701-5164 

 

Philoptochos Sweet Bread Sale  
 TSOUREKI  
 

$6.50   

(Proceeds for Tsoureki go to the Philoptochos)  
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If  you pay your stewardship using the offering envelopes provide in the church you 

must write “stewardship” on the envelope to ensure processing as stewardship.  

Unmarked envelopes will be considered a contribution only. 
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is 

as follows: 
 

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-

ed according the rites of the Orthodox 

Church. and attending the AGOC. 
 

Parishioner  - Member in Good Standing: 

 Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

 Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file and current in pledges for active and 

preceding year. 

 

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-

pliance with requirements for Parishioner or 

Member in Good Standing as  defined above. 

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can 

receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-

quired to pay church usage fee as per Page 19. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the Parish Priest and Parish 

Council President and must be presented to 

them at least one month prior to the proposed 

sacrament date. 

 

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or 

credit card can be accepted as payment of 

stewardship.  Donations of items or services 

cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of 

monetary payment. 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY 
  

“Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in 

memory of the departed are typically collected by the 

church, which then presents the names and final dona-

tion amount to the designated surviving family member. 

At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on 

distribution of those funds and can determine if they 

would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for 

the church in memory of the departed from a published 

list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the 

church office). We ask that should the family desire to 

purchase an item they indicate this to the priest and Par-

ish Council by the time of the 40 day memorial, other-

wise those funds will be released to the operating fund of 

our church.  Any memorial donation checks not marked 

“Assumption Church” will be distributed for the purpose 

indicated on the check. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

   

Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so 

that they  may be placed on the church 

calendar.  
  

 

Koliva 

 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact Diana Lillar (of  Philoptochos) 

for the names of  those available to 

make it. The standard rate is $150.  It 

is the responsibility of  the family to  

arrange for Koliva. 
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Swartz 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our Family Caring For Yours 
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family 

  Personal Family Service 

 Affordable Cost Options 

 Advance Funeral Planning 

 Cremation Services 

 Aftercare Services Provided 

 Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 



45 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 

DJ Manolakis  

Greek and American Music 
 

810-845-2019 
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2020 Parish Council 

 

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest 

John Hountalas — President 

Tom Stamatis — V. President 

 Ruth Karabina — Secretary 

            JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer 

            Helen Dalbo — Co-Treasurer 
 

 

Andy Brown, Jr. 

Debra Chinonis 

Nick Holland 

Susan Kallis 

George Nitsos 

John Panos 

Diana Lillar - Ex-Officio Member 

 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Acolytes:  John Kaloydis 

Choir:  Nancy Chinonis 

Chanters:  Crystal Demps & Bill Roufos 

Religious Education Committee:   

Lori Photiou & Angie Carpenter                                                             

Philoptochos:  Diana Lillar 

GOYA:  TBD 

VIPS:  Voula Pagonis 

AHEPA:  John Costa 

Daughters of Penelope: Cathy Yeotis 

 

 

 

 

Summer Office Hours 

Wednesday — Friday 
10 am — 3 pm 

 

Fish Fry Hours 

3-8:30 pm 

 
 

Telephone:      810-771-4611 

 
 

Secretary:  Laura Mersinas 

 

E-Mail 

 

Secretary: chsecagoc@gmail.com 
 

 

Website  

www.assumptiongrandblanc.org 
 

 

Please check the website for 

up to date events. 

Orthros:                 9:00 am 

Divine Liturgy:         10:00 am 
 

Weekdays and Feast Days:   

See Calendar 
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ASSUMPTION GOC HALL IS NOW BOOKING 

FOR 2021 GRADUATION OPEN HOUSES 

CONTACT: 

JOHN HOUNTALAS 810-701-5164 

OR  

THE CHURCH OFFICE:  810-771-4611 


